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BEFORE THE APPELLATE AUTHORITY 
(Constituted under the Chartered Accountants Act, 1949) 

 

APPEAL NO. 06/ICAI/2018 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

Gurukumar G. Choukimath           …Appellant  

Versus 

 

Disciplinary Directorate, Institute of Chartered  

Accountants of India (ICAI)          ...Respondent 

                                                         

CORAM: 

Hon’ble Mr. Justice M.C. Garg            Chairperson 
Hon’ble Mr. Anand Mohan Bajaj       Member 
Hon’ble Mr. J.Venkateswarlu        Member 
Hon’ble Mr. Pankaj Tyagee        Member 
 
PRESENT:  

 

For the Appellant: 

Mr. Kirit  Javali, Advocate along-with Mr. Gurukumar G. Choukimath, Appellant in person  

 
For the Respondent:  

Mr. Amit Sharma, Advocate along-with Mr. Suneel Kumar, Assistant Secretary and Ms. A. 
Aruna Sarma, Senior Executive Officer appearing on behalf of ICAI 

 

ORDER 

Date: 29.03.2019 

 
1. At the outset, we have been informed by the Registrar that one of the members 

of this Authority namely Shri Praveen Garg is not available for hearing of this 

Appeal today due to his pre-occupation elsewhere. 

 

2. The Learned Counsel appearing for the Institute fairly admitted that the Order 

passed by the Disciplinary Committee, in this case, is basically dependent upon 

the Order of conviction by the Criminal Court in the case filed by the Central 

Bureau of Investigation (CBI) against which an appeal filed by the Appellant is 

pending before the Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka, in which the sentence has 

been stayed by the Hon’ble High Court. 

 

3. In these circumstances, on being enquired as to whether, there can be any 

separation of the grounds on which the Appellant was held guilty by the 

Disciplinary Committee, so that the grounds of conviction of the trial court are 
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taken away, then only, we can say that the Appellant is guilty of other 

misconduct for which he has been punished by the Disciplinary Committee. To 

this enquiry, the Learned Counsel appearing for the Institute fairly accepted that 

the Order of the Disciplinary Committee is basically dependent upon the Order of 

the conviction by the trail court.      

 

4. In these circumstances, we feel that it will not be appropriate for this Authority 

to deal with this matter further till the appeal filed by the Appellant in the 

criminal case before the Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka is disposed off in one 

way or the other finally. 

 

5. With these observations, this matter is adjourned sine-a-die with liberty to the 

parties to approach us if the situation so arises.    

 

 
 
 

Justice M. C. Garg        Anand Mohan Bajaj 
Chairperson       Member 
 
 
 
 
J.Venkateswarlu       Pankaj Tyagee  
Member         Member 
 


